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Executive Summary

Kazakhstan’s decision in November 2025 to join the Abraham Accords may initially

appear symbolic. After all, the country has maintained diplomatic relations with

Israel since the early 1990s and long enjoyed productive engagement with Europe.

Yet formal accession to the Accords represents a deeper transformation in how

Central Asia positions itself within the reshaped global order. It signals Astana’s

growing willingness to align strategically and publicly with frameworks connected to

the West, and to adopt a more visible role in promoting cooperation between

Europe, Israel, and the Islamic world.

This diplomatic milestone arrives at a moment when great-power competition in

Central Asia is intensifying. Russia seeks to preserve its influence in former Soviet

republics despite its weakening position post-Ukraine. China continues to expand

economic control through the Belt and Road Initiative. Meanwhile, Europe seeks to

diversify energy supply chains away from Moscow and reduce technological

dependencies on Beijing. Against this backdrop, Kazakhstan’s rapprochement with

Western-aligned partners is not merely a diplomatic gesture; it is a calculated

investment in economic resilience, technological modernization, and geopolitical

autonomy.
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For Israel, Kazakhstan’s accession is an important extension of the Abraham

Accords beyond the Middle East itself. It advances a strategic vision in which

normalization is not only about peace treaties, but about constructing networks that

link Israel to the wider Islamic world and to Eurasia as a whole. For Europe, this

development creates a mutually reinforcing triangle of cooperation. Kazakhstan

supplies geography and critical raw materials, Europe brings financing and

regulatory credibility, and Israel contributes innovation and security capabilities.

Together, they possess the ingredients for a model of partnership capable of

advancing stability in a region often caught between competing authoritarian

spheres.

Technological and Security Cooperation: A New Dimension for Modernization

Kazakhstan is in the midst of a large-scale effort to modernize its economy, digitize

public services, improve agricultural productivity, and secure its critical

infrastructure. Israeli experience in these exact domains (water technology, smart

farming, cybersecurity, counterterrorism, and public-health preparedness) offers

tools aligned with Astana’s priorities.

Until now, cooperation has been driven mostly at the sectoral and commercial

levels. The Abraham Accords introduce a more structured architecture: facilitated

business mobility, clearer financial pathways, multilateral dialogues, and the

possibility of joint ventures integrating Israeli technology into European-backed

investment frameworks. Israeli companies already working in precision irrigation

and desert agriculture, for example, could now help Kazakhstan overcome water

scarcity and food-security challenges while benefitting from support under EU-

Kazakhstan environmental and sustainability initiatives.

Beyond economics, cooperation in security and intelligence is likely to intensify.

Central Asia faces growing threats from extremist networks migrating from

Afghanistan and from criminal groups exploiting porous borders. Israel’s advanced

counterterrorism expertise and cybersecurity solutions could become essential

parts of Kazakhstan’s national resilience strategy, strengthening domestic stability

and consolidating mutual trust.
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Energy and Critical Minerals: A Shared Strategic Agenda

Europe’s interest in Kazakhstan has long been driven by energy. Kazakhstan

accounts for a significant share of Europe’s oil imports through the Caspian pipeline

network, and its potential in renewable hydrogen is increasingly seen as a

cornerstone of the European green transition. Even more strategic are its reserves

of critical minerals (including rare earths and uranium) essential for clean-energy

technologies and advanced manufacturing.

Israel’s industrial base is smaller, but its needs are similar: secure access to raw

materials for high-tech sectors such as semiconductors, batteries, and advanced

optics. Israel can also bring technological advantages to the table: remote-

monitoring systems, risk-mitigation technologies, environmental management tools,

and innovative extraction methods that enhance sustainability and reduce

ecological damage.

By merging Kazakh resources, Israeli innovation, and European investment, a

trilateral model could emerge that is commercially attractive and geopolitically

balancing. Such a framework would boost the EU’s ability to resist economic

coercion from Moscow and Beijing; enable Israel to embed itself more deeply into

Eurasian supply chains; and support Kazakhstan in diversifying away from over-

reliance on Russian transit routes and Chinese financing.

Connectivity and the Middle Corridor: Linking Europe to Asia

Kazakhstan’s geography, often perceived as a vulnerability, is in today’s

environment a strategic advantage. Positioned at the crossroads of Europe and

Asia, the country is a key player in the development of the Trans-Caspian

International Transport Route, also known as the Middle Corridor. This route

provides Europe with a critical logistical alternative to both Russia-controlled transit

pathways and China-dominated infrastructure hubs.

Europe has already placed major bets on this corridor through the Global Gateway

initiative. Israel’s emerging role as a Mediterranean logistics hub, combined with its

expertise in smart ports, cyber-secured rail networks, and water transport
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infrastructure, can contribute additional sophistication to the corridor. Israeli

participation in joint infrastructure projects from Caspian shipping technologies to

digitized customs systems would help ensure that the Middle Corridor is not only

operational, but secure and efficient.

Symbolically, a successful Euro-Israeli role in connectivity projects would also

demonstrate that open societies can deliver infrastructure competitively, offering an

alternative to the authoritarian development model promoted by China.

Diplomatic Convergence and Value Alignment

Kazakhstan has mastered the art of multi-vector diplomacy: balancing relations with

Russia, China, the West, and the Islamic world. Joining the Abraham Accords fits

seamlessly into this strategy. It enables Astana to diversify its partnerships while

maintaining flexibility. Importantly, it also positions Kazakhstan as a bridge-builder,

a country capable of facilitating dialogue between political and cultural systems

often portrayed as incompatible.

For Europe, Kazakhstan’s decision strengthens ongoing efforts to deepen ties with

Central Asia and reinforce governance standards rooted in a rules-based

international order. Israel’s involvement makes these efforts more durable and more

attractive because Israeli cooperation promises concrete results, rapid deployment,

and technological solutions that populations can see and feel.

Both Europe and Israel share a vested interest in supporting the sovereignty of

states caught between revisionist powers. Kazakhstan’s growing alignment with

Western-connected partners could help prevent the region from drifting into

exclusive Russian or Chinese dependency, a scenario that would reduce local

autonomy and limit diplomatic pluralism.

Challenges and Risks

While the opportunity is clear, several risks must be acknowledged. Kazakhstan

remains cautious not to provoke Moscow or Beijing; any cooperation perceived as

undermining these powers could trigger political or economic retaliation. Human-
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rights and governance issues may periodically complicate cooperation with Europe,

particularly in the security sector. Israel’s defense-industry involvement will require

transparency and sensitivity to European regulatory concerns.

Additionally, much of the cooperation frameworks discussed existed informally

before Kazakhstan joined the Abraham Accords. Turning symbolic participation into

real policy gains requires implementation: regulatory alignment, investment

structures, and mechanisms for long-term engagement.

Nonetheless, these risks are manageable and outweighed by the potential for

sustainable gains.

Conclusion: Enlarging the Vision of the Abraham Accords

Kazakhstan’s accession to the Abraham Accords represents a meaningful evolution

in the diplomatic architecture of Eurasia. It broadens the scope of normalization

from an Arab–Israeli framework to a Western-Islamic partnership model that

stretches from the Mediterranean to the heart of the Eurasian steppe.

The convergence among Europe, Israel, and Kazakhstan reflects a logic of

complementarity rather than confrontation:

Europe seeks stable and diverse pathways for energy, materials, and

connectivity.

Israel seeks technological partnerships and deeper geopolitical presence

beyond its immediate region.

Kazakhstan seeks modernization and strategic autonomy amid great-power

rivalry.

Together, they can build a model of cooperation rooted in innovation, prosperity,

and shared strategic interests, offering a compelling counterweight to authoritarian

influence in Central Asia.

If pursued thoughtfully, Kazakhstan’s decision could mark the beginning of a new

phase in the Abraham Accords: one in which peace and normalization become
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engines for long-term geopolitical transformation, connecting Europe and Asia

through Israel’s growing role as a diplomatic and technological bridge.
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